Sizewell C
(NORTHERN PARK & RIDE, DARSHAM)
(40MPH SPEED LIMIT)
ORDER 2026

In anticipation of the additional traffic that will be introduced on the highway network during the construction of Sizewell C, some changes to the existing highway will be necessary. Speed limit reductions are considered to be essential in terms of managing risks that could arise due to the presence of construction traffic on the highway. The proposed change changing the existing 40 mph mentioned in this Order, are intended to improve the safety of all road users and also minimise the impact on communities through which the traffic will travel.
Reducing the speed limit from 60mph (National Speed Limit) to 40mph can offer several benefits which include:
1) Reducing the likelihood and severity of accidents. At lower speeds, drivers have more time to react to unexpected situations, and the impact force in the event of a collision is reduced, leading to fewer and less severe injuries.
2) Making the highway safer for pedestrians and cyclists. It decreases the risk of fatal accidents involving these vulnerable road users, whilst also encouraging more people to walk or cycle.
3) Keeping traffic flowing as in some instances a reduction in speed limits allows the majority of motorised vehicles to travel at similar speeds, which leads to less queuing and risk taking such as when overtaking. The frequency and severity of accidents, which can cause congestion and delays, is also lessened by speed limit reductions.


STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR PROPOSING TO MAKE THE ORDER
The Order is required in the interests of road safety and for the following reasons:- 
(i) To avoid danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or to prevent the likelihood of any such danger arising; 
(ii) To facilitate the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic (including pedestrians);

